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INTRO: OUTLINE OF MY TALK

(1) A crash course in Dutch politics: How did the political 
careers of Pim Fortuyn and Geert Wilders -- the two main 
figureheads of the Dutch populist right -- develop?

(2) What are the positions and ideologies of the Dutch right-
wing parties?

(3) To what extent are populist right-wing ideas actually 
present among the Dutch population?
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INTRO: OUTLINE OF MY TALK (continued)

• Central lead throughout this talk: 
what lessons can we learn from another country?

• The Dutch case in a nutshell: “an uneasy relationship” 
between right-wing parties and established actors

The balance has swung wildly: from pervasive ‘leftish 
political correctness’ to ‘overreaction’
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INTRO: THE DUTCH CASE IN A EUROPE-WIDE 
PERSPECTIVE

Especially since the rise of Pim Fortuyn (2002) and murder 
of Theo Van Gogh (2004), the image of the Netherlands has 
shifted from “good example” to “spectre of failure”:

A. From multicultural success story to symbol of failed 
integration policies
B. From ‘bastion of tolerance’ (the extreme-right could not 
gain a foothold) to the forefront of ‘new’ populist right-wing 
success
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Ad.A: From multicultural success story to 
symbol of failed integration policies

The Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung writes on its website: 

"Lange Jahre galt das niederländische Konzept des multikulturellen 
Zusammenlebens in anderen Ländern Europas, und vor allem in 
Deutschland, als Vorbild einer erfolgreichen Integration von 
Menschen unterschiedlichster Herkunft und Religion. (...) 

Die Ermordung des niederländischen Regisseurs Theo van Gogh 
durch einen radikalen Islamisten im November 2004 hat jedoch rege 
Diskussionen über den Erfolg bzw. Misserfolg dieses multikulturellen 
Integrationsmodells sowohl in den Niederlanden als auch europaweit 
ausgelöst."

SOURCE: http://www.bpb.de/gesellschaft/migration/dossier-migration/57470/hintergruende
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Ad.B: From ‘bastion of tolerance’ to forefront of 
‘new’ populist right-wing success  

Hans Janmaat (1934-2002)   “Not left, not right”
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Ad.B: From ‘bastion of tolerance’ to forefront of 
‘new’ populist right-wing success  

Vote for extreme right in parliamentary elections, in percentages
(see e.g. Ignazi, Extreme right parties in Western Europe, 2003)
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NVU CP/CP’86
(Centre Party)

CD
(Centre Democrats)

1977 0.4
1981 0.1 0.1
1982 0.8 (1 seat)
1986 0.4 0.1
1989 - 0.9 (1 seat)
1994 0.4 2.5 (3 seats)
1998 0.6



Ad.B: From ‘bastion of tolerance’ to forefront of 
‘new’ populist right-wing success

In sum: Up until 2002, the Netherlands is considered a 
“deviant case”

Lucardie (2000): conference paper titled “Right-wing extremism in the 
Netherlands: why it is still a marginal phenomenon?”

“Although both Sweden and the Netherlands fulfilled most of the 
conditions that according to established theories explain the 
emergence of radical right-wing populist (RRP) parties elsewhere, 
these parties had been relative failures in both Sweden and, in 
particular, the Netherlands”.
(Rydgren & Van Holsteyn, Movements of Exclusion, 2004: 41) 
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(1) CRASH COURSE IN DUTCH POLITCS: RISE 
OF FORTUYN
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June 2001
Leefbaar Nederland (Liveable Netherlands) 
foundation congress

Jan Nagel



August 2001

Pim Fortuyn publicly announces that he will 
join politics 



September 2001

• The September 11 attacks in the U.S.

• Fortuyn: “Islam is the biggest threat to world peace” 
(Column in Elsevier, August 25th, 2001)

• Victory of the Schill-Partei (PRO): 19.4% of the vote in 
the elections for Hamburg's parliament on 23 September 



November 2001

Fortuyn is elected as the party leader of LN

At your service!



February 2002
• Notorious interview with De Volkskrant:
“Fortuyn: close the border for Muslims”
“Islam is a backward culture”
"...if it would be legally possible, I would just say: no entry for muslims 

anymore! But that is not possible. The islam is backward (...) it is just 
a backward culture"

The Netherlands wake up ! This is extreme right ! His career is probably 
over 



February 2002
• Resign as LN party leader 
• Within three days: Foundation of his own 

party, the List Pim Fortuyn



March 2002
• Landslide victory in the Rotterdam council 

election: 34.7% of the votes
• Pie attack at book presentation “The mess 

of eight purple years” 



"FORTUYN MURDERED" (May 6th 2002)



May 2002: Breakthrough of “nieuwe politiek”
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German 
equivalent

1998 2002 2012

SPD PvdA 45 23 38
FPD VVD 38 24 41
CDU/CSU CDA 29 43 13

D’66 14 7 12
Die Grünen GroenLinks 11 10 4
Die Linke SP 5 9 15

SGP 3 2 3
ChristenUnie 5 4 5
List Pim Fortuyn - 26 -
PVV - - 15 



POLITICAL BAROMETER, MAY 1998 - MAY 2002:
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OUTSTANDING AMOUNT OF MEDIA-ATTENTION

• The  degree to which politicians succeed or fail to get the 
opportunity to publicly announce their political views is only 
to a limited degree attributable to their own personal skills 
or decisions

• From outsider to almost 25% of all attention for politicians 
(persons) in the media, and 9% of all political party issue 
news (Kleinnijenhuis et al. 2003) 
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WITH THE BENEFIT OF THE HINDSIGHT...

All in all, nothing extraordinary happened…?

"voters voted for the LPF because this was the party they 
agreed with most on a issue they considered important: 
immigration" (Van der Brug et al. 2003)

Fortuyn spoke out viewpoints that a large part of the 
electorate ('the demand-side') had already been thinking 
since much longer.

22



THE DEMAND-SIDE: THE ELECTORATE
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Amount of resistance of native Dutch against having people with another 
ethnic background as their direct neighbours (percentages)
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(1) CRASH COURSE IN DUTCH POLITCS: THE 
RISE OF WILDERS

25



THE RISE OF WILDERS

Wilders left the VVD (Conservative Liberals) in 2004 
because of disagreement with the party's position on the 
accession of Turkey to the EU
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The Freedom Party (PVV) was established in 2005. It 
steadily grew over time: from 9 seats in the 2006 elections 
(5.9%) to 24 seats (15.5%) in parliament in 2010
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August 2010: the new right-
wing minority coalition of 
VVD/CDA is backed by 
Wilders' party. 

Prime-minister Mark Rutte: 
"we give the country back to 
the hard-working Dutchman"



ELECTORAL SUPPORT FOR THE PVV, in number 
of polled seats

Currently, the PVV has 15 seats (10.1%) in parliament 
(elections in September 2012)
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CURRENT SITUATION: PVV IS LARGEST PARTY 
IN THE POLLS
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Clearly, hate speech prosecution had no 
detrimental effect at all; to the contrary...

January 2009: Court orders the prosecution of Wilders for 
incitement to hatred and discrimination
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WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL 
REPRESSION?

Difficult to foresee, but the effect will largely depend on the 
existing status of the politician in question:

• For marginal figures, it can reinforce the image that they 
are extreme and improper

• For popular, influential figures, it can give the impression 
that the establishment tries to silence and suppress critics 

Source: Van Spanje & De Vreese (2013) "The impact of hate speech 
prosecution" in Party Politics
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WE ARE NOW ABOUT HERE...

(1) A crash course in Dutch politics: How did the political 
careers of Pim Fortuyn and Geert Wilders -- the two main 
figureheads of the Dutch populist right -- develop?

(2) What are the positions and ideologies of the Dutch right-
wing parties?

(3) To what extent are populist right-wing ideas actually 
present among the Dutch population?
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2. WHAT ARE POSITIONS AND IDEOLOGIES OF 
THE DUTCH RRP PARTY FAMILY?

• Radical: systematically implement consequences of an 
idea through all parts within the system. Extreme goes 
further: hostile to the constitution and established political 
order  

• Right-wing (exclusionary): restrictive notion of citizenship

• Populist: the corrupt, self-interested elite is pitted against 
the 'good' people 

The CP'86 and CD fit this RRP outlook very well  
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OUTRIGHT RACIST CLAIMS OF 
HANS JANMAAT. Two examples:

• "Minister Hirsch Ballin should resign because of 
his Jewish ancestry" (1994): fierce public criticism

•'Analysis' of multicultural weakness of Dutch 
Football team (1998): simply unnoticed or ignored
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EURO 1988 semi-final: 
West-Germany - Netherlands: 1-2



OTHER ISSUES IN THE CD MANIFESTO:

• Strongly opposed to immigration and multiculturalism. 
Ethno-nationalist tendencies: program based on the 
"indissoluble unity and solidarity of the Dutch ethnic 
community" (manifesto 1994)

• Foreign policies: sceptical of the EU; support for NATO; 
"reunification with Flanders and other Dutch-speaking 
territories" (manifesto 1998)
• Conservative, returning to traditional morality (e.g. make a 
divorce more difficult)
• Socio-economic: "not left, not right". Support for generous 
welfare state (but: native Dutch first!), otherwise against 
state intervention and taxes 
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POLICY SPACE IN WEST EUROPEAN POLITCS:

Source: Kriesi et al. (2008), West European politics in 
the age of globalization
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WHAT ARE POSITIONS AND IDEOLOGIES OF 
THE DUTCH RRP PARTY FAMILY?

PVV: 

• Radical yes; Extreme no?
• Right-wing (exclusionary): against cultural egalitarism 
• Populist: yes

Two additional remarks:
• PVV shifted from socio-economic right to left
• Anti-Islam discourse is fused with liberal-progressive 
elements    
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Kieskompas (2006)
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position PVV in 2006 
(according to "Kieskompas")



THE BEGINNING OF SOMETHING NEW?

Some argue that the rise of Fortuyn marks the beginning of 
“new” radical right-wing populism: immigration viewed 
through the lens of the Western Enlightenment. 

It fuses fear of 'Islamization' with defence of liberal-
progressive elements, such as freedom of expression, 
individual autonomy, emancipation of women and 
homosexuals. 

Inspiration or 'contagion' for countries where the 'classical' 
RRP parties have failed?
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THE PARADOX OF TOLERANCE

"I don't feel like doing the emancipation of women 
and homosexuals all over again (...) Numerous 
homosexual teachers do not dare to express their 
identity because of Turkish and Moroccan boys in 
the classroom. I think that's a shame"
Pim Fortuyn, interview with De Volkskrant (9-2-2002)

"[We] have to learn to be intolerant against the 
intolerant. That is the only way to preserve our 
tolerance"
Geert Wilders in his book "Kies voor vrijheid" (2005: 73)
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3. TO WHAT EXTENT IS RIGHT-WING 
EXTREMISM PRESENT AMONG THE DUTCH?

To what extent does the constituency of Wilders actually 
supports his political ideas and viewpoints?
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REASONS (NOT) TO BE WORRIED... 

• Wilders' voters are generally less extreme in their 
ideological outlook than Wilders  

e.g. many supporters considered his plea for a 
"kopvoddentax" ("head rag tax") not a good idea, or not a 
serious plan, but only "wake-up call" or "agenda-setting"   

• Wilders' provocative statements seem to be (partly) driven 
by the need for publicity. Many supporters acknowledge this 
is just part of a successful media strategy.  
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SOURCE: Aalberts (2012) "Achter de PVV"



REASONS (NOT) TO BE WORRIED...(continued) 

• "Diplomacy democracy": discrepancy between higher educated 
political elite and lower educated "losers of modernization". 
The worries of the latter should also be represented.
"PVV is good for the Netherlands" (Mark Bovens)

• But... no real alternative to Wilders' rhetoric? Can 
established parties "decently take on" the real problems 
linked to immigration and integration?
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QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION...

Why is there no (successful) German equivalent of Geert 
Wilders?
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